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Film Noir Festival spotlightsrare, old movies

Deborah Nicol

The Desert Sun
May 30, 2007

Today is Arthur Lyons Day, and in his honor, it will be a dark affair.

Palm Springs Walk of Stars President Robert Alexander will perform the dedication
ceremony at Camelot Theatres, where Lyons' Palm Springs Film Noir Festival will
commence tomorrow. Though his star will ultimately find its home in front of the
Chop House (262 S. Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs), Lyons will make a home in
the theater for three solid days of dangerous men and femmes fatales.

(Editor's Note: The ceremony is now occurring at the Chop House.)

In its seventh year, the festival presents the best of the rarest. Shying away from
the usual suspects, Lyons and his gang of Dark City Players seek out films that
are not likely to appear on television or even rental shelves, often because they are
one of only a handful of existing prints.

Lyons will be screening what may be the last remaining print of "Port of 40
Thieves." It pursues the complicated trail of one of the first female serial killers
represented on film. "The Amazing Mr. X" is an archival film, pieced together from
7 different copies by film restorer Jay Fenton. What was once considered the
pirating of film stock is now deemed vital to the survival of these quickly
deteriorating films.

For audience members familiar only with modern digital cinematography and a full
color spectrum, Lyons invites them to shed their fear of the dichromatic. "Seeing a
black and white film on the big screen is a completely different experience," said
Lyons. Even the 1993 example of neo-noir, "Suture,” will show its true colors in
subtle shades of gray.

However, anyone who has attended the festival knows that the image on screen is
nothing without a solid foundation. "It's the dialogue; it's the story," Lyons insists.
And as author of the Jacob Asch detective series and "Death on the Cheap: The
Lost B Movies of Film Noir," he should know. Lyons claims he can spot a good film
merely by reading the plot - what the director does with it later has minimal effect.

Schedule
Thursday, May 31

7:30 p.m.: @ry Tough(1959) with John Saxon, actor
Followed by opening night party for All-Access Pass holders

Friday, June 1

10 a.m.; O’he Amazing Mr. X((1948) with Jay Fenton, restorer

1 p.m.: Mlacao((1952) with Stanley Rubin, writer

4 p.m.: @uicksand((1950) with Foster Hirsch, film historian

7:30 p.m.: QVhile the City Sleeps((1956) with Rhonda Fleming, actress

Saturday, June 2

10 a.m.; O'hree Bad Sisters((1956) with Kathleen Hughes, actress

1 p.m.: Qo Questions Asked((1951) with Richard Anderson, actor; Joel Blumberg,
film historian

4 p.m.: Guture((1993) with Alain Silver, producer
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IF YOU GO
What: 7th Annual Palm Springs Film Noir
Festival

For more information:
www.PalmSpringsFilmNoir.com

Where: Camelot Theatre2300 E. Baristo
Road, Palm Springs

Contact: 325-6565

Prices: Matinees - $11.50 Evening shows
- $13.50All Access Pass - $110
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7:30 p.m.: Gomething WildQ(1961) with Carroll Baker, actress; Foster Hirsch, film historian

Sunday, June 3
10 a.m.: @ort of 40 Thieves((1944)

1 p.m.: @he Price of Fear((1956) with Warren Stevens, actor; Joel Blumberg, film historian

4 p.m.: @ewitched((1945)
7:30 p.m.: @Blackmail((1947)
Followed by wrap party for All-Access Pass holders
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Everything for travel but the tickets.
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